
  

 

Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish and School 
                        

       TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME             AUGUST 30, 2026 

School Principal: 
Michele Racavich 

 

School Vice Principal:  
Diane Zarate 

 

PREP Director: 
Andrea Madonna 

 

Director of Sacred Music/
Liturgy: 

Daniel Neff 
 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“To make disciples, as we know, love and serve God and one another” 

    CELEBRATION OF MASS 

Weekend: 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 
Sunday, 8:00am, 10:00am & 12:00 Noon 
 
Weekday: 
Monday - Friday: 8:00am and 12:15pm* 

 Mondays: Celebrated in Church with 
 Miraculous Medal Novena. 
 
  Parish Office: Telephone -732.251.4000 
  Fax - 732.251.4946 
  Website: www.saintthomasob.com  

PEACE AND WELCOME  
  

Whatever your status in the Church, whatever your family/marital situation, whatever your religious affiliation, 
whatever your personal history, age, background, race or color, sexual orientation, you are invited, welcomed,  
accepted, loved and respected here in the Catholic Community of Saint Thomas the Apostle! 

Pastor: 
Rev. Jerome A. Johnson 

 

Parochial Vicars: 
Rev. John M. Rozembajgier, JCL 

Rev. Jojappa Thippabathini 
 

Deacons:  
Robert Bonfante, Sr. 

Patrick W. Hearty 
Scott D. Titmas, Sr. 

Joseph C. Tobin 
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN  
ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST 30, 2026 

 
SATURDAY   AUGUST 29 
    8:00am          Particia Pipher r/o Cretella Family  
    4:00pm          Peggy Boyle r/o Marge Boyle 
Priest of the Day: Rev. Marco Pacciana 
 
SUNDAY         AUGUST 30 - TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY 
                        IN ORDINARY TIME               
  8:00am            For Our Parishioners 
10:00am             Elizabeth Syring r/o daughter, Elizabeth  
                      Soporowski 
12:00pm            Kieran P. Clements r/o Michael & Barbara  
                  Clements 
Priest  of the Day: Rev. John Paladino                        
 
MONDAY   AUGUST 31 
    8:00am      Ida F. Robba r/o Pat Moran 
  12:15pm      Monthly Memorial 
 Priest of the Day: Rev. Jordan McConway 
 
TUESDAY     SEPTEMBER 1 
  8:00am           Linda Brockriede r/o Jay Wright 
12:15pm          Salvatore DiBenedetto r/o Family 
Priest of the Day: Rev. Kevin McDonald   
 
WEDNESDAY    SEPTEMBER 2 
     8:00am             Nancy Ritz r/o Timothy & Janet Sewell        
  12:15pm              Henry Dunn r/o Erminia Dunn 
Priest of the Day: Rev.  John McGowan 
 
THURSDAY     SEPTEMBER 3 - ST. GREGORY 
   8:00am             Fiorentina Heffron r/o Dennis McNulty 
 12:15pm             Margaret & Thomas Devery r/o Family 
Priest  of the Day: Rev. Stephen Michael   
  
FRIDAY           SEPTEMBER 4  
  8:00am            Willie Mae & Anthony Yancosky r/o Fred &  
        Amy Bernstein 
 12:15pm           Raphael Caprio r/o Silva Family 
 Priest of the Day: Rev. Adam Midor 
  
SATURDAY   SEPTEMBER 5 
    8:00am          Nancy Ritz r/o Joyce Sanchez  
    4:00pm          Joseph Sansone r/o Pasqua Family 
Priest of the Day: Rev. Mark Nillo 
 
SUNDAY         SEPTEMBER 6 - TWENTY-THIRD  
      SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME               
  8:00am            Reyes & Baxter Families r/o Family 
10:00am             Peggy Boyle r/o STA Rosary Society 
12:00pm            Janet Vassel r/o Joe & Lidia Sousa 
Priest  of the Day: Rev. James O’Neill        

Welcome to the Parish Family of   
St. Thomas the Apostle Church!  

 
If you are new to the community, Welcome! We are grateful to the 
Lord for your presence with us, and look forward to including you 
in all areas of parish life. Please take a moment to stop by the     
Parish Office and register with us. After Mass, please introduce 
yourself to Father Jay, Father John or Father Joseph. Registering 
and using your envelopes makes it easier for us to provide          
documentation, such as a certificate for sponsoring a child for    
Baptism or Confirmation or to arrange for a wedding.  
                   
   
    So please register... and Welcome! 

Parish Office : One St. Thomas Plaza, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 
            Telephone:  732.251.4000   
 
Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm 
                          Saturday-Sunday 10:30am-1:30pm 
            Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am - 7:00pm 
                          (Lunch 12:30pm-1:30pm ) 
School Telephone: 732.251.4812 
PREP Telephone:    732.251.1660 
                            

Contact Information:  
Website: www.saintthomasob.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-the-
Apostle-Church-Old-Bridge-NJ 

 Parish Office Staff: 
 

Business Administrator:          Ms. Michelle Loney 
Parish Secretary:           Ms. Lisa Sorrentino    
Reception/Bingo Coordinator:  Ms. Jennifer Bachonski  
Bulletin Editor:                        Ms. Lisa Sorrentino 

Sacramental Information  
 

BAPTISMS:  
Sundays: 1:30pm, twice a month. The Church calls                       
GODPARENTS, to be practicing Catholics, examples of             
Christ-centered living today. All Godparents should submit 
Sponsor letters from their Parish ASAP. PARENTS must attend 
a Baptismal Preparation Session.   
 
MARRIAGES:  
Arrangements must be made at least one year in advance. Either 
the bride or groom must be a registered member of our parish. Once 
the marriage questionnaire is completed a Parish Priest or Deacon 
will then contact the couple. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
In case of serious illness or accident, phone the Pastoral Center.   
 

RECONCILIATION:  
Individual Confessions on Saturdays at 12:30pm in the Church or 
by appointment by calling the Parish Office. 
 
HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS: Parishioners desiring the 
Sacraments, please contact the Parish Office. 
 
 

REMEMBERING LOVED ONES . . . 
Sanctuary Candle/Mary Candle, lit for one week in Church, 
available during daytime by contacting the Parish Office. 
 

Wall of Remembrance:  Honor your Loved ones with a candle 
that burns for one year and has a plaque under the candle in the 
Church.  

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 

Parish Office will be closed on Monday, September 7th in 
observance of Labor Day! The office will re-open on    
Tuesday, September 8th at 9:00am. 
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                 PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

PARISH SUPPORT  
 

Here at STA we encourage you to be Christian Stewards,  
using everything God has given us: time, talent,        
treasure—to serve Him gratefully.  
 
You may mail in your weekly donation to: 

St. Thomas Church, One St. Thomas Plaza  
Old Bridge, NJ  08857   

 
Online Giving... Visit our website to get started:  
www.saintthomasob.com or other ways to give: 
 
• visit https://giving.parishsoft.com/

App/Giving/P1381 
• Scan the QR code below 
• Use your envelopes     
 
 
Collection amount  for August 23rd….$12,604 

 
THANK YOU! 

Bereavement Group at St. Thomas 
 

A weekly bereavement group is held on Wednesday in the      
Parish Room at 7pm. All are welcome to  attend.  To find out 
more information or to register, please call Lisa at 
732.251.4000 ext. 8218. 
Please note that beginning the week of September 3rd    
Bereavement will be meeting on Thursdays at 7pm. 

Cynthia Czarnecki, Nicole Czarnecki, John Derenoski, Jack 
DeRuvo, Francis Duh, Thomas Kaufman, Richard               
Marriner, John McDevitt, Richmond Sesay, Thomas Smith, 
Migdalia Soto, Jean Swinarski, John Tesoriero, Tristan   
Thompson, Mary Yu, Verne Whitlock. 
 
 Please pray for all the sick. (Names will remain on our sick 
list for one month, after which time they will be removed,  
unless we are notified to the contrary.) The Clergy will be 
happy to visit parishioners confined to their home or local 
hospital.  Contact the Parish Office at 732.251.4000.   

 

DECEASED  + LOVED ONES 
Wilfred Mitchell 
Lillian Pecoraro 
Virginia Sanchez 

              

The Sanctuary Candle in the Church  for this week 
burns in the intention of: Jeanette Cameron     
    
  r/o Marie & John Vallo 

 

The Mary Candle in the church this week burns 
in the memory of:  Kieran P. Clements 
 
                 r/o Barbara & Michael  
                                       Clements 

 

Eucharistic  Adoration  
 

Eucharistic Adoration is the act of worshiping God as 
He is present in the consecrated Eucharist.  Since the 
Last Supper, when Jesus broke the bread and distributed the 
wine saying, “This is my Body” and “This is my Blood,” Cath-
olics have  believed that the bread and wine are no longer 
merely baked wheat and fermented grape juice, but the actual 
living presence of the Second Person of the Trinity—Jesus 
Christ.  Adoration occurs whenever someone kneels in front of 
a tabernacle that contains the Blessed Sacrament, genuflects 
toward a tabernacle, bows before receiving the Blessed Sacra-
ment at Mass, or, in a more focused way, when the Blessed 
Sacrament is exposed for Adoration. There will be no         
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for September.           
    
    -Pope Benedict XVI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers needed! 
Monday – Special Needs, 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm 
Tuesday – 4:15 pm to 5:45 pm 
Thursday – 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
 
Register your child for PREP now! Classes are filling up    
quickly! 
 
September 8th, 2027 – Catechist In-Service, 6:00 pm in the  
Parish Room 
 
September 14th – Special Needs Class Begins 
September 15th – Tuesday Class begins at 4:15 pm 
September 17th – Thursday Class begins at 6:00 PM 
September 22nd – Tuesday Parent Meeting – All levels – 4:30 
pm in Church 
September 24th – Thursday Parent Meeting – All Levels – 6:15 
pm in Church 
 
 
 Call the PREP Office at 732-251-1660 or email:               
amadonna@saintthomasob.com. 
 

mailto:amadonna@saintthomasob.com
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  FOOD PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED! 
  We are in need of the following items:  
 

 
Coffee, canned soups, juice boxes, snacks (individual), canned 
fruit, cereal, peanut butter, jelly, canned vegetables, Dinty 
Moore stew, Vienna sausage, Spam, ketchup, mayo, pasta, 
pasta sauce (plastic jars ONLY), Chef Boy Ardee, tuna fish,  
canned chicken, paper towels and toilet paper.    
 
Please be sure your items are not used and do not carry  

expired dates.    

 

STEWARDSHIP SCRITPURE REFLECTIONS 
 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 30, 
2026) 
"Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect."  
Romans 12:2 
 

The bishops in their pastoral letter on stewardship warn us 
about conforming to the destructive "isms" at work in our 
culture -- materialism, individualism, and consumerism. 
Stewardship calls us to generously share what we have with 
others. Stewardship focuses on our dependence on God. This 
focus goes against our culture's focus on independence and 
individualism. 

Leave a Lasting Legacy on Our New Walkway 

Pave the way for future generations by becoming a part of our 

school and parish’s story. Through our St. Thomas the     

Apostle Brick Walkway Campaign, you can purchase a      

personalized engraved brick to honor a loved one,               

commemorate a special occasion like a baptism, wedding, or 

graduation, or show your family’s support for our community. 

These bricks will form a beautiful new pathway to our school 

and church entrance—a permanent testament to faith, unity, 

and tradition. 

Engraved bricks are available for $[Price] each and will be 

installed in the summer of 2027, creating a welcoming and 

meaningful entrance for all who gather here. Don’t miss your 

chance to leave a lasting mark on our campus and be part of St. 

Thomas the Apostle’s history. 

• Order Deadline: June 2027 
Order Forms: Online at http://www.bricksrus.com/
donorsite/sta 

• Brochures will be available in the school and church as 
well as on the website.  

• Questions: Jennifer Romeo or Geri Cocozziello at             
advancement@sttaob.com 

 
OCIA (Order of   

Christian  
Initiation of Adults)  

 
 
August 30, 2026 - Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary 
Time - Following Christ with Courage 
The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time invites us to look closely 
at what it means to follow Jesus. The readings show that 
God’s call is not always easy.  Jeremiah speaks of a fire in 
his heart that he cannot hold back, even when others laugh at 
him. God’s word is alive and cannot be silenced. Paul, in his 
letter to the Romans, calls us to offer our lives to God. He 
tells us not to copy the ways of the world but to be renewed 
in mind and spirit. This is how we learn what pleases God. It 
is a call to live each day with faith and courage. In the     
Gospel, Jesus tells His followers to deny themselves and take 
up their crosses. He warns that gaining the world is nothing if 
we lose our souls. In the readings this Sunday, we are asked 
to choose the way of Christ, even when it is hard. It is the 
path that leads to true life.  
(Adapted from www.young-catholics.com) 
If you, or anyone you know, would like to hear more 
about Jesus' teachings and the Catholic Faith Family, we 
invite you to call Lisa at 732-251-4000 ext. 8218 for more 
information on OCIA.  All who are unbaptized, baptized 
into another faith denomination, or baptized Catholic but 
have not received Eucharist and Confirmation, are invit-
ed.  Applications available from May 1 to Sept. 15, 2026. 
No applications will be accepted after that date.  

Great Opportunity! 
 

F/T jobs available w/Pediatric Dental Office that’s fast paced 
& fun! 

Front Desk – Dental & Computer knowledge a must 
Dental Assistant with or without Xray license 

Excellent Pay & Benefits! 
Email resume’ to: eileen@tendersmiles.com 

PEER CONSULTANT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
 

Do you have a compassionate heart, a gift for listening, and a 
belief that every life has value? 
Life Choices Resource Center in Metuchen is seeking volunteer 
Peer Consultants to support women and families facing       
unexpected pregnancies. We welcome clients from all         
backgrounds and provide our services completely free of 
charge. 
If you feel called to this ministry, we invite you to attend our 
upcoming Information Session. 
Saturday, October 3, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. 
Life Choices Resource Center, 503 Main Street,  Metuchen, NJ 
All are welcome bur Spanish-speaking volunteers are especially 
needed 
To register, please contact Carolyn: 732-516-0911 or email: 
lifechoices@optonline.net. 

http://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/sta
http://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/sta
mailto:advancement@sttaob.com
mailto:lifechoices@optonline.net
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Table at St. Thomas the Apostle 
 

   
  

 
 

September 12, 2026 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
333 Highway 18, Old Bridge, NJ  

 
We will be distributing dinners to take home. 

Come and pick up your dinner at 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 

Please RSVP to chrisdoyle167@gmail.com  

or call 732-609-1499 

                     DEACONS TABLE  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 September 16, 2026    
 4:00pm - 6:00pm  

St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
333 Highway 18, Old Bridge, NJ 

We will be distributing dinners to take home. 

RSVP: stitmas@sttaob.com 

The Faith Sharing Group will be presenting: 

Luke - The Story of Salvation Fulfilled 

The Gospel of Luke takes you on a journey that begins with 

the foretelling of John the Baptist’s birth and culminates in 

Jesus’ Ascension into heaven. Along the way, you will witness 

key moments in salvation history, including the Annunciation; 

the Nativity; Jesus' baptism; his public ministry; the Last    

Supper; and Jesus’ suffering, death, and glorious Resurrection. 

The Gospel’s powerful prose and beautiful details will deepen 

your desire to draw closer to Jesus and be transformed by his       

teachings. 

The Gospel of Luke continually reveals how Jesus is the    

fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. With Luke: The 

Story of Salvation Fulfilled, you will experience joy as you 

see how God has been faithful throughout the ages and how 

God’s promise can guide you in your everyday lives. 

Join us for Luke: The Story of Salvation Fulfilled            
beginning on September 15th, and continuing every Tuesday 
for 8 weeks in the Parish Center at St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church in Old Bridge. Sign up for the AM session: 10-
12noon, or PM Session: 7-9pm. The cost of the book is $29, 
which is due at the first meeting. For more information, or to 
register for the study, contact Marilyn Harmyk at 732-735-
5907, or by email at marilynharmyk@gmail.com. Registration 
will begin on August 22nd and 23rd, before and after all   
Masses. 

BLOOD DRIVE 

Most Holy Redeemer Parish  
133 Amboy Road, Matawan, NJ 07747 

 
New Jersey Blood Services will be conducting a blood 
drive at Most Holy Redeemer Parish on Thursday,   
September 17, 2026, at 12:30 – 6:30 p.m. in Desmond 
Hall.  At this time, the blood supply is critically low – 
PLEASE HELP. 
Remember to eat, drink, and bring your Donor ID or ID 
with your name and photo. 

mailto:chrisdoyle167@gmail.com
mailto:marilynharmyk@gmail.com
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                       LOST and FOUND 
There will be a Lost and Found Box in the Ushers 
room. Should you leave or lose an item in Church, 
please check with an usher or check in the usher's room 
for your item. 

World-Famous International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of 
Fatima coming to St. Thomas the Apostle Parish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The world-famous International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima, traveling the world since 1947, will visit St. 
Thomas the Apostle on September 21st, 2026, from 4-8pm. 
The statue was sculpted by José Thedim according to the    
instructions of Sister Lucia, one of the three shepherd children 
of Fatima, and was blessed by the Bishop of Leiria-Fatima on 
October 13, 1947. Since then, it has traveled to more than 100 
countries, bringing Our Lady’s message of prayer, conversion, 
and peace to millions of people. 
The mission of the Pilgrim Virgin Statue Program is to bring 
the message of Fatima — the Peace Plan from Heaven — to a 
world in need. Throughout its travels, countless favors and 
graces have been reported, and many have been inspired to a 
deeper relationship with Our Lord through the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. 
We invite you, your family, and friends to come and experience 
this special visitation of Our Lady. 
This special visitation is sponsored by the World Apostolate of 
Fatima, USA – Our Lady’s Blue Army. 



CLINTON 
MONUMENT COMPANY

841 Cranbury Road, Jamesburg, NJ • 732-521-3020
(D I R EC T LY ACR OS S FR O M H O LY CR OS S B U R I A L PA R K )

40 Years of 
Experience

Granite & Bronze
Monuments

	 3863 Route 516 East
	 Old Bridge, NJ 08857
	 Phone:
	 (732) 607-1650

www.restaurantpontevecchio.com
at Village Town Center

Bringing Hospitality to Healing
CARE AREAS

24/7 Skilled Nursing Care
Short-Term Rehabilitation

Long-Term Care · Respite (Vacation) Stays
Palliative/Hospice Care · Dementia Care

For a tour of our facility or questions
about our programs and services:

732-254-8200
111 ROUTE 516 · OLD BRIDGE, NJ
autumnlakeoldbridge.com

Established
In 1972

	 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com	  St. Thomas the Apostle, Old Bridge, NJ	04-0316

Online tutoring designed to help 
learners thrive focusing on 
K-12 Students
→ Coding & Tech
→ Math (Basic; Algebra; Geometry;
   Trigonometry; Statistics;
   Pre-calculus; Calculus, SAT)
→ Science (Foundational; Biology
   Chemistry; Physics)
→ English (Primary; High School)
→ Tagalog for English Speakers (for Kids     
   and Adults)
→ General help on lessons, homework,   
   etc. for Grades 1 – 4

DiligentTutors.com

845-665-8339

support@diligenttutors.com

Focused Learning.
Real Results.

732-417-4444732-417-4444
$35 OFF ANY SERVICE$35 OFF ANY SERVICE

Free Estimate Since 1983 NJ Plmbg Lic. 8411

549 ROUTE 520 - MARLBORO, NJ 07746
Payments can be made over 18 months with no interest charges.

www.stgabrielsmausoleums.com

The New St. Catharine’s Mausoleum 
Available For Pre-Planning

St. Anthony’s Garden 
of Prayer Niches

GLASS FRONT NICHES AVAILABLE!

~Established 1878~St. Gabriel’s Cemetery & Mausoleum

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 908-208-0786

WALTER’S
JUNK REMOVAL

FREE
ESTIMATES

www.waltersjunkremoval.com
732-309-9863

May not be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/26
$20.00

$24

Contact Eric Hess
ehess@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x3395



New Jersey
CatholicMatch.com/NJ

EUGENE A. ISOLA III, DDS 
Raritan Bay Medical Center
2 Hospital Plaza, Suite 410

Old Bridge, NJ 08857

732-360-2500
Family Care, Cosmetics, Implant Cases

Associate Professor at UMDNJ
New Patients Always Welcome

May God Bless Each of Us

RUSSO CONTRACTING INC.
Capital Home Improvement 
Call Joe for an estimate at

732-723-1984 
www.russocontracting.com

   General Contractor	   Lic# 13VH00362800

KERRIGAN ELECTRIC
732-615-0005

 www.kerriganelectric.com
Free Estimates • Special on Generators

EIGHTEEN LUMBER CO.
652 State Highway 18
East Brunswick, NJ

257 - 6004
F R E E   D E L I V E R Y

annmarie@ellenrosenbaum.com

	                                   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com             St. Thomas the Apostle, Old Bridge, NJ	 04-0316

GB Accounting & Advisory Services
Our commitment: To achieve mutual financial success through

high quality of professional services to meet client’s needs.

gbasily@basilycpa.com • 732-387-2568 • www.basilycpa.com
H13 Brier Hill Ct., East Brunswick NJ 08816

• Bookkeeping • FInancial Reporting
• Payroll • Tax Services

• Strategic Business Advisory
• Financial Management Consulting

• Financial Auditing
• Not For-Profit Organizations

732-520-9554 | www.expertchimneyroofing.com

EXPERT CHIMNEY & ROOFING

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900 • Bonded & Insured – 20 Years
Serving All of New Jersey

$1,250 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter,
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS • GUTTERS • MASONRY
SIDEWALKS & STEPS • DECK REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

We Find & Fix Leaks!


