Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish and School

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY APRIL 12, 2026

Pastor:
Rev. Jerome A. Johnson

Parochial Vicars:
Rev. John M. Rozembajgier, JCL
Rev. Jojappa Thippabathini

Deacons:
Robert Bonfante, Sr.
Patrick W. Hearty
Scott D. Titmas, Sr.
Joseph C. Tobin

School Principal:
Michele Racavich

CELEBRATION OF MASS

School Vice Principal:
Diane Zarate

Weekend:
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm

Sunday, 8:00am, 10:00am & 12:00 Noon PREP Director:

Andrea Madonna

Weekday:
Monday - Friday: 8:00am and 12:15pm* Director of Sacred Music/Liturgy:

Daniel Neff

Mondays: Celebrated in Church with
Miraculous Medal Novena.

Parish Office: Telephone -732.251.4000
Fax - 732.251.4946
Website: www.saintthomasob.com

PEACE AND WELCOME

Whatever your status in the Church, whatever your family/marital situation, whatever your religious affiliation,
whatever your personal history, age, background, race or color, sexual orientation, you are invited, welcomed,
accepted, loved and respected here in the Catholic Community of Saint Thomas the Apostle!
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
APRIL 12 2026

SATURDAY APRIL 11
8:00am John Tamborini r/o Barbara Tamborini
12:15pm Marie Philomene Villas r/o children Raymonde
& Carl Casimir
Priest of the Day: Rev. Simon Gallagher

SUNDAY APRIL 12 - DIVINE MERCY
8:00am Charlotte Simon r/o Christine Siggins

10:00am Patricia Lamoureux /o Jerry Tier

12:00pm Blanket Ministry Recipients /o Blanket

Ministry
Priest of the Day: Rev. Joseph Garbarino

MONDAY APRIL 13

8:00am Luisa Filippazzo r/o Lisa & Anthony Sorrentino
12:15pm L. Iris Schmitt r/o Chris Doyle
Priest of the Day: Rev. Kerwin Gaza

TUESDAY APRIL 14

8:00am John Matthews r/o Barbara & Mike Clements
12:15pm Harry Syring r/o daughter, Elizabeth Soporowski
Priest of the Day: Rev. Peter Glabik

WEDNESDAY APRIL 15

8:00am Lorraine McKinney r/o Maureen & John
Nigro
12:15pm Srs. de Lourdes Laetita r/o Pat Moran

Priest of the Day: Rev. Martin Glynn

THURSDAY APRIL 16

8:00am For Our Parishioners
12:15pm Regina, Sonny, Bill, Gina, & William r/o
Family
Priest of the Day: Rev. George Gothie
FRIDAY APRIL 17
8:00am Johhny Lorenzo r/o Badillo Family
12:00pm Anthony Manney r/o sister, Barbara Medvetz

Priest of the Day: Rev. Chris Han

SATURDAY APRIL 18

8:00am For Our Parishioners

4:00pm Peggy & Frank Boyle r/o Gerry & Mike Martin
Priest of the Day: Rev. Conrad Harkins

SUNDAY APRIL 19 - THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00am Charlotte Simon r/o Debbie, John, & Joe

10:00am Zerene Manaloto r/o Manaloto Family

12:00pm Daniel Traynor r/o DeMichele Family

Welcome to the Parish Family of
St. Thomas the Apostle Church!

If you are new to the community, Welcome!
We are grateful to the Lord for your presence with us, and
look forward to including you in all areas of parish life.
Please take a moment to stop by the Parish Office and
register with us. After Mass, please introduce yourself to
Father Jay, Father John or Father Joseph. Registering
and using your envelopes makes it easier for us to provide

documentation, such as a certificate for sponsoring a child
for Baptism or Confirmation or to arrange for a wedding.

Parish Office : One St. Thomas Plaza, Old Bridge, NJ 08857
Telephone: 732.251.4000 Fax: 732.251.4946
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm
Saturday-Sunday 10:30am-1:30pm
Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am - 7:00pm
(Lunch 12:30pm-1:30pm )
School Telephone: 732.251.4812
PREP Telephone: 732.251.1660
Contact Information:
Website: www.saintthomasob.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-the-
Apostle-Church-Old-Bridge-NJ
Parish Office Staff:

Business Administrator:
Parish Secretary:
Reception/Bingo Coordinator:

Ms. Michelle Loney
Ms. Lisa Sorrentino
Ms. Jennifer Bachonski
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Sacramental Information
BAPTISMS:
Sundays: 1:30pm, twice a month. The Church -calls
GODPARENTS, to be practicing Catholics, examples of
Christ-centered living today. All Godparents should submit
Sponsor letters from their Parish ASAP. PARENTS must attend
a Baptismal Preparation Session. (Registration is required.)

MARRIAGES:

Arrangements must be made at least one year in advance - before
any social plans. Either the bride or groom must be a registered
member of our parish. Once the marriage questionnaire is
completed and returned, a Parish Priest or Deacon will then contact
the couple.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:

In case of serious illness or accident, phone the Pastoral Center. A
communal celebration of the Sacrament is held each year in the
Spring.

RECONCILIATION:
Individual Confessions Saturdays, 12:30pm in the Church or by
appointment by calling the Parish Office.

HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS: Parishioners desiring the
Sacraments, please contact the Parish Office.

REMEMBERING LOVED ONES...
Sanctuary Candle/Mary Candle, lit for one week in Church,
available during daytime by contacting the Parish Office.
Wall of Remembrance: Honor your Loved ones with a candle

that burns for one year and has a plaque under the candle in the
[Hhurch.




PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Richard Allen, Bianca Aresta, Walter Blais, Joseph Ciminiello,
Edmond Crookhorn, Cynthia Czarnecki, Nicky DeFonte, John
Derenoski, Jack DeRuvo, Brien Essenbries, Maragret
Gallagher, Mike Guido, Christopher Horn, Sina Indelicato,
Anatoli Karnicki, Harriet Kunzman, Maria Lim, Laura Mages,
Pat & Rudy Maurer, William Mendez, John McDevitt, Frank
Miller, Florence Picco, Angela Principe, Patricia Rishi, Michele
Rinella, Lynda Savickas, Richmond Sesay, Thomas Smith,

Migdalia Soto, Irene Sutton, Jean Swinarski, Tristan
Thompson, Mary Yu.
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PARISH SUPPORT

Here at STA we encourage you to be Christian Stewards,
using everything God has given us: time, talent,
treasuredto serve Him gratefully.

You may mail in your weekly donation to:
St. Thomas Church, One St. Thomas Plaza
Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Online Giving... Visit our website to get started:
777 VDLOQWW K FRRuher Wais té give:

visit KWW SV
3

Scan the QR code below
Use your envelopes

Collections for March 29thé&$16,557
Retired Religious&$4,849

Holy Thursday €$3,561

Good Fridayé$2,754

Easter Sundaye&.$36,997

THANK YOU!

BLANKET MINISTRY

Our next meeting of St. Thomas Blanket Ministry

will be held on Tuesday, April 21st at 11:00 a.m. in the
Pastoral Center. Hope to see you there. Wishing you all a very
happy and blessed Easter!
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He is present in the consecrated Eucharist. Since the
Last Supper, when Jesus broke the bread and distributed the
wine saying, fiThis is my Body0 and fiThis is my Blood,0
Catholics have believed that the bread and wine are no longer
merely baked wheat and fermented grape juice, but the actual
living presence of the Second Person of the Trinity—Jesus
Christ. Spending time before the Blessed Sacrament, in prayer
and devotion, is exactly the same as spending time before the
Living God. Adoration occurs whenever someone kneels in
front of a tabernacle that contains the Blessed Sacrament, genu-
flects toward a tabernacle, bows before receiving the Blessed
Sacrament at Mass, or, in a more focused way, when the
Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration. Join us on
May 1st, for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Please come and embrace Jesus in which you say to Him: fil
am yours, and I ask you, please stay with me always.0
-Pope Benedict XVI
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Registration
PREP Registration for the 2026 — 2027 will open on Monday,

April 13", Please check our website for information. Classes
fill on a first come, first served basis. Please volunteer —
Catechists are needed!

Vacation Bible Camp

Registration for Vacation Bible Camp will begin on April 13",
All students entering Kindergarten through 5™ grade in
September may participate. Registration Forms and
information can be found on our website. Space is limited. See
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Location: St. Thomas the Apostle School
Dates: Monday, June 22nd

to Friday, June 26™

Time: 9:00 am to noon

Cost: $30.00 per child

Grades K to 5 (Grade in September 2026)

Registration deadline: June 5"
Register & pay no later than May 27"
& receive a t-shirt!

LOST and FOUND
There will be a Lost and Found Box in the Ushers
room. Should you leave or lose an item in Church,
please check with an usher or check in the usher's
room. for your item.




STEWARDSHIP SCRITPURE REFLECTIONS

April 12, 2026 - 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy
Sunday)

fiJesus came and stood among them and said to them, 6Peace
be with you.60 (John 20:19)

Are you good at making people feel welcome? When you
meet someone new, like a new neighbor, a new work
colleague or a new parishioner, do you make them feel at
home? Many of us can probably do a much better job at
this. When we make people feel welcome, we make them feel
like they are included instead of being excluded. We are
made for relationships — with God and each other. A simple
fihello® and a smile goes a long way.

OCIA (Order of
Christian
Initiation of Adults)
April 12, 2026 - Divine Mercy Sunday

WANTED: PEACE

Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, fiPeace
be with you.00 Just as The Risen Lord extended his peace to
his disciples, he extends that peace to us too. Thomas was the
sort of man who needed to see the marks of nails in Jesusfs
hands and put his fingers right into the wound in His side
before he could believe that Christ had risen from the dead.
When the other disciples told Thomas, iWe have seen the
Lord.0, he could not trust their tale. Second-hand news would
not convince him. On the other hand, Thomas demonstrated
an important facet of our faith. Christianity is above all an
experiential faith, a living relationship with Christ. A Chris-
tian is not a person who merely accumulates intellectual
knowledge about God nor simply fulfills tradition and the
letter of the law. Pope Francis has repeatedly emphasized that
Christianity is an encounter with the risen Christ. If you, or
anyone you know would like to hear more about the Risen
Jesus, the joyful peace that He brings to us, or about the com-
munity of faith that gathers each week to celebrate that resur-
rection, we invite you to call Lisa at 732-251-4000 ext.

8218. Applications available from May 1 to Sept. 15,
2026. No applications will be accepted after that date.

St. Bernadette Church, Parlin, NJ - SOCIAL
COCERNS MINISTRY SPRING CLOTHING DRIVE

St. Bernadette's Church, Social Concerns Ministry will conduct our
spring clothing drive on Saturday, April 18, 2026. Please help us
fund our programs by donating clothing, small appliances,
household items, toys, reading books, small furniture, linens,
blankets, curtains, drapes, bedspreads, pillows, handbags, shoes (do
not need to be packaged separately). No large appliances or
furniture will be accepted. : H
WKH SDUNLQJ ORW
G D\April 18, 2026 ITURP
receipts will be available.

If you cannot make this date, please know that St. Bernadette's
Church has clothing bins on the church property as well (all year
round) that accepts donations, however, nothing large or breakable
as nothing is to be left outside of the bins or on the church proper-
ty.  St. Bernadette's, Social Concerns Ministry and Catholic
Charities benefit from the donations made to these bins
(50/50). Always know that your donations, big or small benefit
many people in need. For questions, please call Karen at 732-721-
2772 x6.
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The Parish Community is invited to mark a joyful milestone as we
celebrate the 40" Anniversary of Priesthood Ordination of

Rev. Jerome A. Johnson

Saturday, May 30", 2026
5:30 pm
Adults - $40 per person
Children 5-12 - §15 per person
Children under 5 - FREE

We look forward to gathering in gratitude and celebration of
Father Jay’s years of faithful service

Presented with gratitude by the
St. Thomas the Apostle FUNraising Committee
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DEACONS TABLE

April 15, 2026
4:00pm - 6:00pm
St. Thomas the Apostle Church
333 Highway 18, Old Bridge, NJ

We will be distributing dinners to take home.
RSVP: stitmas@sttaob.com
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SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE
HSA TRICKY TRAY
APRIL 18, 2026
ST. THOMAS AUDITORIUM
333 RT 18

OLD BRIDGE, NJ 08857

4 PRIZE TIERS, LOTTO BOARD, GIFT CARD BOARD,
SUPER 50/50, WALLET RAFFLE AND 50/50

Doors open at 5:00 First ticket called at 7:00

Any questions, please reach out to Jennifer Flaherty
at jenn303030@yahoo.com or (908) - 601 - 6210
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OASIs
Say 2026

DAY OF PRAYER FOR WOMEN
; April 25,2026

The Religious Teachers Filippini
invite you to a day of extraordinary grace.

Conference, Mass & Confession with
Msgr. Robert Coleman

Arrival: 9:30 am - Departure: 3:00 pm
Bring your own bag lunch.
Beverages will be provided through the day. |

Villa Walsh

455 Western Avenue
Lucy liked to lead the women to the .
beautiful statue of Our Lady . She Morristown, New Jersey
would speak to them of her exalted
virtue and enthusiastically invite
them to imitate her. Then, in a mov- .
ing tone Lucy would ask, “But are Sr. Alice Ivanyo MPF
we true daughters of hers?” sralicei@gmail.com ‘

732-238-9222

For More Information, contact:

filippiniusa.org

0ASIS 2026 Registration Form

Please complete the following information and mail with your payment to:

Sr. Patricia Martin, MPF

Villa Walsh, 455 Western Avenue, Morristown, NJ 07960
Please make checks payable to Villa Walsh.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Registration Fee: $15.00 Kindly register by April 1, 2026

Music and Pasta Dinner

Come join the Knights of Columbus as we celebrate
Spring and the Easter season with a beautiful pasta
dinner.

Musical Entertainment provided by Bob Kulik and the
Joey Katz Orchestra.

Dinner will be on April 26, 2026, from 3pm to 6pm.
Doors open at 2pm.

Tickets cost $25 per person includes pasta dinner and
dessert with a cash bar.

Reservations can be made after each Mass.

Proceeds to go to Knights of Columbus Charities.
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Speakers:
Fr., Ignatius

Very Rev. Kathleen
Efren Es Timothy Christy McCarthy Mary Okoroji, SDV
Retreat topics Include:
Divine Mercy- the last hope for eternal salvation.
Healing through Hope.
Best means for spiritual cleansing & protecting our homes and families.
Church hope filled teaching on suicide “Epiphany of Hope”
The ABC'’s of Divine Mercy-Explaining the faith.
Suffering & forgiveness-important parts of the healing process.

Suggested donation of $45 in advance (children under 10-free)
$50., at the door.

Light breakfast, lunch, and refreshments included
Registration deadline is March 30th
PLEASE REGISTER EARLY SEATS ARE LIMITED

Make checks payable to Our Lady of Fatima Church
501 New Market Rd. Piscataway NJ 08854.

Include Name, address phone number, e-mail, # adults/children.
Website: olfparish.org/event
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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS HIGH SCHOOL

1 16TH ANNUAL
ANNUAL AQUINAS

GOLF CLASSIC
MAY 4, 2026 WHAT TO EXPECT

Metuchen Golf & 18 Holes of Championship Golf
Country Club, Edison NJ e Breakfast & Lunch Served
e Raffle & Silent Auction

¢
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REGISTER TODAY!
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WWW.STAHS.NET/GOLFCLASSIC

HOLY NAME SOCIETY

Sponsoring
“JOSHUA”

Saturday May 9th, 2026 — 7am — 7:30pm

Site and Sound Theatre Lancaster, PA

Thie Bhntn hw | inknewn Authar ie linancar Hindar O RY-NIC

The Show “JOSHUA”,

Lunch at Bird-in Hand Restaurant, and
Bus from St. Thomas Church to Lancaster, PA
Cost: $190 pp

John Thornton George Szymanski
732-763-3280 732-238-5743

SOMERSET BASEBALL SK CLUB GAME

Friday 15th, 2026

Somerset Patriots vs  Binghamton Rumble Ponies

Saturday May 15th @ 6:35pm Gate 5:30pm
S55 per person — SK Club (formerly Party Deck)
with Upscale All-You-Can-Eat Buffet Menu

Roast Turkey, Chicken Parm, Hamburgers Hot Dogs, ziti, green salad,
brownies, cookies and unlimited soda, water, and coffee

George S. 732-238-5743 John T. 732-763-3280

NAME

PHONE

TICKETS PAID

Wind Creek Casino Bus Trip
June 29", 2026

Bus leaves at 9:15am and returns at approximately 7:00pm
Cost is $60.00 per person and $25 Casino Voucher

Contact: George Szymanski 732.238.5742 or
John Thornton 732.636.9036

Q

worldwide
marriage
encounter

Easter Gift
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you the time
and tools to enrich your marriage, deepen communication, and

nourish the spirituality in your marriage.

The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will be held
July 17 - 19.

Please apply ASAP as space is limited.

Phone 1-732-904-9636 for application and information (Tom &
Ruth DeFalco).

Visit us at: www.wwme.org for more information.




SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1985! CLINTON
3863 Route 516 East
) + DRIVEWAYS + STEPSTHE POLISH
Old Bridge, NJ 08857 || . pATIOS « FIREPLACESMASON MONUMENT/COMPANY
Phone: « INTERLOCKING PAVERS « RETAINING WALLS 40 Years of Granite & Bronze
(732) 607-1650 | |ALL PHASES OF BRICK, STONE AND CONCRETE WbRKEXperience Monuments
at Vilage Town Center CALL US FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 732-205-(JoB6 or 732-525-8118
Www.restaurantpontevecchio.com ** FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED*** 841 Cranbury Road, Jamesburg, NJ « 732-%.
: p : WWW.POLANIACONSTRUCTION.COM (DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM HOLY CROSS BUHI

Sowll= 732'330'9001 Toe.Sat. Spm-Gpm

wrw.ACutAboveBarberShop.co

$9.00 OFF

Reg\llu

- Haircuts

Children under 12, Mdnlonll $2.00 off
is Coupon onl

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
CONTROL WIRING RESIDENTIAL

www.KnorrElectricalContractors.com
NJ LIC. #

electrical contractors

, Filipino Restaurant
& Cooking Studio
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Private Events E 4.0

KITCHEN
e New St. Catharine’s Mausoleum
Available For Pre-Planning

i i St. Anthony’s Garden
Bin ' toen of Prayer Niches

GLASS FRONT NICHES AVAILAE

CARE AREAS

24]7 Skilled NWS"‘Q Cgre Payments can be made over 18 months with no interest ¢h
Short-Term Rehabilitation

549 ROUTE 520 - MARLBORO, NJ 07746vWw.stgabrielsmausoleums.co
Long-Term Care - Respite (Vacation) Stay: g MaricelsKitchen.com

Palliative/Hospice Care - Dementia Care FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 908-208-0786 111 Main St - East Brunswick

For a tour of our facility or questions
about our programs and services:

732-254-8200

P ROUTE  OLD BRIDH. N3 Advertise in Our Church Bulletin!

FIVE-STAR RATED autumnlakeoldbridge.c
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. DR. LUCIEN J. EI0 Contact Sage Franceschi
i i icid sfranceschi@4LPi.com
ack to wellness center ~ Chiropractic Physicig
b your health, our priority 732.545.3300 (800) 950-9952 x5534
. 1@ backwellness1
dreid@bwchiro.com|www.bwchiro.com WALTER'’S _
525 Milltown Rd., Suite 201|North Brunswick, NJ 08902 J UN K REMOVAL ;Z‘;Tssgstﬁgmmg'

Chiropractic « Physical Therapy ¢ Acupuncture

FREE
ESTIMATES

Online tutoring designed to help
learners thrive focusing on
K-12 Students

Coding & Tech

732 309 9863 | Math (Basic; Algebra; Geometry;

Trigonometry; Statistics;
www.waltersjunkremoval.com J J
! Pre-calculus; Calculus, SAT)

Science (Foundational; Biology
Chemistry; Physics)

English (Primary; High School)
Tagalog for English Speakers (for Kids
and Adults)

General help on lessons, homework,
etc. for Grades 1 -4

© ADT-Monitored Home Security B | F\ALESTIC

l:nmplele Exterior Remodeling DiligentTutors.com
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support@diligenttutors.com
$2,500 OFF ANY COMPLETE EXTERIOR REMODEL FOR HEMBERS!

Seniors Stay Independent.
\) Cantais Feel Supported.

FRIENDS FOR SENIORS*

Safestreets.

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust 3 3 é

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® FEire Safety ; 833-287-3502

® Carbon Monoxide

Get this bulletin delivered : )
straight to your inbox every week. JEact i ‘ @
(‘l)mp;gnionship frr’:;ds Memory Care i ing ...and so much more

Scan to subscribe on o

arishesonline.com Contact us today!

@ 732-385-8805 @ info@JSNorthSHS.com @ www.JSNorthSHS.com

Support Our
4 PLUMBING + HEATING & COOLING s Advertisers!

Free Estimatesince 1983 N3 Plmbg Lic. 8411

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 « Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 « www.4lpi.&inThomas the Apostle, Old BY#&§8116J



